
 
 

 
 
 
 

Local Government Act 1972 
Whalley Parish Council  

Whalley, Wiswell & Barrow Joint Burial Committee 
Members of the Whalley, Wiswell & Barrow Joint Burial Committee, you are summoned to a 

Meeting to be held on Wednesday 8th April 2026, Whalley Old Grammar School at 7.00pm 
Signed:  EKHaworth 

Liz Haworth - Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer, Whalley Parish Council 
 

Minutes 
Agenda items should be submitted to the Clerk seven clear days before the meeting. 

The Clerk will forward Councillors, all relevant information and supporting documents, 3 clear days 
before the meeting. 

 

Page 1 of 5 
 

Whalley Parish Clerk 
27 Waddow Grove 

Waddington, Clitheroe 
BB7 3JL 

M:07966 388843 
E:clerk@whalleyparishcouncil.org.uk 

1. Chairman’s Welcome   
 The Chairman formally opened the meeting and welcomed all present. 

 
203/26 

2.  Attendance & Apologies  
 Present: Cllr Highton (Chairman), Cllr Heyworth, Cllr Scholfield, Cllr Threlfall, Cllr 

Vickers. 
Apologies: Cllr Allen. 
In Attendance: Liz Haworth (Clerk). 
 

204/26 

3. Declaration of Interests  
 There were no disclosable pecuniary, other registrable, or non-registrable 

interest in respect of matters contained in the agenda. 
 

205/26 

4. To Approve the Minutes of the Previous WWBJBC Meeting  
 It was resolved to approve and confirm the accuracy of the Minutes of the 

meeting held Wednesday 14th January 2026. 
 

206/26 

5. Financial Reports January, February & March 2026.  
 It was resolved to approve accounts, payments, receipts & balances.  

 
207/26 
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6. Adjourn the Meeting for Public Discussion  
 No members of public in attendance. 

 
208/26 

7. Cemetery Inspection Review and Maintenance Visit  
 7.1 Cemetery Inspection Review and Maintenance Visit – 28 January 2026 

Christmas decorations were removed, along with any dead flowers, plants, and 
broken or weathered items, which were appropriately disposed of. Any non-
permitted items were either left at the front of the cemetery or placed in the 
shed for collection. 
The plots are generally maintained to a high standard, with only a small number 
breaching policy. These breaches include placing items outside of memorial 
plinths or using non-permitted items such as glass, lights, lanterns, toys, and 
oversized planters or pots. 
These matters will continue to be managed, and non-compliant items removed, 
in accordance with Cemetery Policy in order to support the grounds maintenance 
and uphold the high standard of the cemetery. 
 
7.2 The next Cemetery Inspection Review and Maintenance Visit will take place 
Wednesday 24th June at 1.30pm. 
 
7.3 It was resolved to purchase new equipment to include a wheelbarrow, brush 
and shovel. 
 
7.4 In recognition of environmental considerations, the committee would like to 
move towards phasing out plastic flower arrangements in the cemetery and will 
encourage visitors to use natural or more sustainable alternatives where 
possible. 
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211/26 
 
 
212/26 

8. Cemetery Grounds Ongoing/Standing Items  
 Updates were received on ongoing grounds maintenance, including: 

 
8.1 The raised bed area at the front of the cemetery. 

213/26 
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8.2 Removal of the moss and renewing the stoned area near the turning circle 
down to the Quartile Hedge Garden (Remembrance Garden). 
8.3 Path edgings to the woodland. 
8.4 Pedestrian gate refurb. 
8.5 Double gate latch bracket, larger bolts and fixings for new gates.  
8.6 Review of settled graves to be topped and reseeded. 
 
 

9. Cemetery Fees  
 It was resolved to confirm the changes to the cemetery fees and to review the 

Cemetery fees on an annual basis. 
 

214/26 

10. Memorial Safety  
 The committee reviewed the Memorial Safety Inspection report from the visit on 

15th January 2026. The summary of findings was that 8 memorials were assessed 
as unsafe and were laid down to eliminate immediate risk : Risk Category 1 (Laid 
Flat) and 36 identified as not posing an immediate danger but requiring periodic 
review: 
Risk Category 2 (Monitoring Required). 
 
Grant holders of Category 1 memorials where contact details are held on record, 
have been contacted and asked to arrange reinstatement via communication 
with a registered stonemason and the cemetery. 
 
The committee resolved to reinstate memorials where no up-to-date contact 
details are held and to place a charge on the plot for later recovery. 
 
Risk category 2 memorials will be reviewed in 12 months. 
 

215/26 

11. Woodland Plot 11  
 The committee received an update regarding correspondence between the 

cemetery and the plot holder of W11. 
 

216/26 

12. Reports by Cllrs & Clerk as INFORMATION only – Not for decision  
 Items arisen, correspondence received since the last meeting for information 

only, works in progress, that may result in a future agenda item.  
 
12.1 Tree Risk Management Report min ref 176/25. The Clerk has forwarded the 
report to the tree surgeon for review and has requested a quotation for the 
required works. The committee are awaiting a quotation from the tree surgeon. 
 
12.2 Public Engagement – Items continue to be posted on the News section of 
the WWB Cemetery Website and noticeboard for updates and information on 
the cemetery. 
 
12.3 A committee member had been contacted regarding large funeral floral 
tributes that had been removed from a grave plot. The family had also been in 
contact with the cemetery, and it was explained that funeral floral tributes 
should be removed after approximately four weeks in accordance with Cemetery 
Policy 9.7. These items had been in place for several months and required 
removal to allow for grounds maintenance. 
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13. Next Meeting Date  
 The next meeting date is to be held on Wednesday 1st July 2026 at 7.00pm at 

Whalley Old Grammar School. 
 

220/26 

 

 

Draft Minutes Subject to Confirmation 


